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Re:
Obituary (A5{#f) on Prof. Masatoshi Kitamura
(in Japanese and in English)

Dear ISWI Participant:

I start the new year with a slightly sad note: Last year a Japanese
scholar (Astronomer Prof. Masatoshi Kitamura), who contributed immensely
to UNBSS (United Nations Basic Space Science) and other international
activities, passed away.

Today I wish to honor the scholar and his work with two pdf attachments:
1. An obituary that recently appeared in a Japanese astronomical
journal. My attachment provides both Japanese version and
the original English version of the text
2. The brief oral presentation on the scholar that was presented
at last year’s “UN/Ecuador Workshop on ISWI” in Quito, Ecuador
This presentation was prepared by NAOJ staff and delivered
by me at the end of the morning session on the first day of this
ISWI workshop.

His vital contributions to UNBSS (especially in the early years)
cannot be emphasized enough because it is not enough to just talk
about lofty space science efforts. You must get real education
activities rolling on the ground in situ (developing countries)

and also provide some degree of tangible hardware to actualize

that education of young and eager minds. You cannot just wave your
hands in front of them —— it does not leave any impression on them.

The attached documents shed light on Kitamura Sensei’s visionary

education activities in astronomy and the huge amount of astronomy-related
hardware that he persuaded the Japanese Government to provide in the
context of UNBSS. In turn, this hardware provided the essential

momentum to keep UNBSS moving forward at a time when it had little
international brand name recognition. So we owe much to him.

”If 1 have seen further it is by standing on ye sholders of Giants.”
- Letter to Robert Hooke (15 February 1676) from Sir Isaac Newton.
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Happy New Year from Fukuoka, Japan,
: George Maeda

The Editor

ISWI Newsletter
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Obituary
Masatoshi Kitamura, 1926 -2012

Professor Dr. Masatoshi Kitamura passed away on 13 July 2012. Since 1989 he was
affiliated to the Office for Outer Space Affairs of the United Nations and a founding
father of what was later named the United Nations Basic Space Science Initiative
(UNBSSI). Professor Kitamura was an internationally distinguished astronomer who
focused his research on variable stars and in this capacity was a member of Division V
Variables Stars and its Commission 42 Close Binary Stars of the International
Astronomical Union (IAU). Early in his professional carrier he felt inclined to make his
professional achievements available in education of young astronomers, particularly at
the widest international level for the benefit of development of astronomy in developing
nations.

Since 1982 Masatoshi Kitamura was among the members of a small group of well-known
astronomers from Japan, who, on behalf of the Government of Japan, provided
developing nations with high-grade equipment under the framework of the Official
Development Assistance (ODA) cooperation programme in order to promote education
and research in such countries. The equipment donated included university-level
reflecting telescopes as well as modern planetaria used for educational purposes. Starting
from the first contact with respective individuals and Governments, Professor Kitamura
worked through each and every step of search, administration, negotiation,
implementation, and eventual operation of such telescopes and planetaria supposed to be
donated to nations. Even the final publication of research results or the development of
educational programmes was meticulously accompanied by Masatoshi Kitamura’s
advice and support, professionally and personally.

In 1989 a level of this effort was achieved that a cooperation with the United Nations was
desirable in order to involve in a more formal and direct manner Governments and
scientific communities by taking advantage of already established mechanisms of support
for the world community of nations at large. This was the time that Japan started
informing the members of the United Nations (UN) General Assembly’s (GA)
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) about its donation
programme for astronomical telescopes and planetaria. Professor Kitamura’s efforts
eventually lead to the donation of seven (7) astronomical telescope facilities and 20
planetaria to developing nations as recorded in the UN GA document A/AC.105/902
which also contains the details of the deliberations of a UN/ESA/NASA/JAXA
Workshop on the International Heliophysical Year 2007 (IHY2007) and Basic Space
Science, hosted by the National Astronomical Observatory of Japan (NAOJ) in 2007
(photos attached). The hosting of this Workshop by Japan was already informally
discussed at a similar workshop of the UNBSSI at the occasion of the inauguration of the
astronomical telescope facility at the Arthur C. Clarke Center in Sri Lanka in 1996.

Professor Kitamura was a leading member of the International Scientific Organizing
Committees of all annual United Nations Workshops on Basic Space Science (UNBSSI)



in the period of time 1991-2011 and made his presentations on astronomical topics to the
programmes of the Workshops while also negotiating the support for existing or to be
established telescope facilities and planetaria. Many astronomers from such developing
nations were invited to visit and to work at public observatories in Japan and vice versa
Professor Kitamura visited many countries to explore the conditions for establishing new
telescope facilities and planetaria, all this coordinated with and in support of the United
Nations.

The spirit of Masatoshi Kitamura’s knowledge and enthusiasm for widest international
cooperation for the benefit of education and research in astronomy accompanied with a
fine personal kindness in human relationship will continue being felt in future activities
of the UNBSSI.

Prof. Dr. Hans J. Haubold, Office for Outer Space Affairs, United Nations, Vienna,
Austria, and Centre for Mathematical Sciences, Pala, Kerala State, India,
hans.haubold@unvienna.org
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Presented at UN/Ecuador Workshop on ISWI
(on 8 October 2012 at 12:50 in the afternoon);

however the last slide was appended on
01Jan2013.

Masatoshi Kitamura (1926-2012)
and his contributions to UN activities

T.Sakurai and K.Sekiguchi (NAQOJ)
G.Maeda (ICSWSE, Kyushu Univ.)
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UNBSS 2007, Tokyo
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1951: Graduated from Department of Astronomy,
University of Tokyo

Research Assistant, Tokyo Astronomical
Observatory, U.Tokyo

1960-1962, 1968-1970: University of Manchester,
in collaboration with Zdené&k Kopal

1972: Professor
1986: Retirement, Professor Emeritus

Research Field: close binary systems, in particular
the analysis of their light curves

Associate Editor of Astrophysics and Space Science
(founded by Z.Kopal) from 1968 (Vol.1) to 2004
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Telescopes and Accessories donated by the Japanese
Government (ODA), assisted by Kitamura

Aperture

Facility/Location

Country

40 cm
45 cm

45 cm
45 cm

45 cm
45 cm
45 cm

Science Centre

Bosscha Observatory, Institute of
Technology, Bandung

Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok

Arthur C. Clarke Institute for Modern
Technologies, near Colombo

Asuncion National University
PAGASA, Quenzon City, near Manila

Cerro Calan Astronomical Observatory,
University of Chile

Singapore

Indonesia

Thailand
Sri Lanka

Paraguay
The Philippines
Chile







Planetarium Facilities donated by the Japanese
Government (ODA), assisted by Kitamura

Facility/Location Country

Pagoda Cultural Centre, Yangon Myanmar
Haya Cultural Centre, Amman Jordan

Space Science Educational Centre, Kuala Lumpur \WEIEWSE
Auxiliary projectors for the planetarium, Manila The Philippines
Burdwan University, West Bengal India

Auxiliary projectors for the Planetario de la Ciudad, Buenos Argentina
Aires

Auxiliary projectors for the Planetario de la Ciudad, Uruguay
Montevideo

Ho-Chi Minh Memorial Culture Hall, Vinh City Viet Nam
Auxiliary projectors for the planetarium, Bangkok Thailand
Auxiliary projectors for the planetarium Sri Lanka

Anna Science Centre, Chennai India




Facility/Location

Country

City Park, Tashkent

Asuncion National University

Planetario Municipal

Children Museum, San Pedro Sula

National Costa Rica University, San Jose
Laboratorio Central del Instituto Geofisico, Lima
National Astronomical Observatory of Tarija

Tin Marin Children’s Museum, San Salvador

National History Museum, Havana

Uzbekistan
Paraguay
Ecuador
Honduras
Costa Rica
Peru
Bolivia

El Salvador
Cuba




2007 BSS and IHY Workshop at NAOJ in Tokyo, Japan.
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